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Chapter 1 – God’s Love for Man 

 

Nature and revelation alike testify of God’s 

love. Our Father in heaven is the source of life, of 

wisdom, and of joy. Look at the wonderful and 

beautiful things of nature. Think of their marvelous 

adaptation to the needs and happiness, not only of 

man, but of all living creatures. The sunshine and the 

rain, that gladden and refresh the earth, the hills and 

seas and plains, all speak to us of the Creator’s love. 

It is God who supplies the daily needs of all His 

creatures. In the beautiful words of the psalmist—

“The eyes of all wait upon Thee; And Thou givest 

them their meat in due season. Thou openest Thine 

hand, And satisfiest the desire of every living thing.” 

Psalm 145:15, 16.  

God made man perfectly holy and happy; and 

the fair earth, as it came from the Creator’s hand, 

bore no blight of decay or shadow of the curse. It is 

transgression of God’s law—the law of love—that 

has brought woe and death. Yet even amid the 

suffering that results from sin, God’s love is revealed. 

It is written that God cursed the ground for man’s 

sake. Genesis 3:17. The thorn and the thistle—the 

difficulties and trials that make his life one of toil and 

care—were appointed for his good as a part of the 

training needful in God’s plan for his uplifting from 

the ruin and degradation that sin has wrought. The 

world, though fallen, is not all sorrow and misery. In 

nature itself are messages of hope and comfort. There 

are flowers upon the thistles, and the thorns are 

covered with roses.  
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“God is love” is written upon every opening 

bud, upon every spire of springing grass. The lovely 

birds making the air vocal with their happy songs, the 

delicately tinted flowers in their perfection perfuming 

the air, the lofty trees of the forest with their rich 

foliage of living green—all testify to the tender, 

fatherly care of our God and to His desire to make 

His children happy.  

The word of God reveals His character. He 

Himself has declared His infinite love and pity. When 

Moses prayed, “Show me Thy glory,” the Lord 

passed before Moses, and proclaimed, “The Lord, the 

Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 

abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 

thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 

sin.” Exodus 34:6, 7. He is “slow to anger, and of 

great kindness,” “because He delighteth in mercy.” 

Jonah 4:2; Micah 7:18.  

God has bound our hearts to Him by 

unnumbered tokens in heaven and on earth. Through 

the things of nature, and the deepest and tenderest 

earthly ties that human hearts can know, He has 

sought to reveal Himself to us. Yet these but 

imperfectly represent His love. Though all these 

evidences have been given, the enemy of good 

blinded the minds of men, so that they looked upon 

God with fear; they thought of Him as severe and 

unforgiving. Satan led men to conceive of God as a 

being whose chief attribute is stern justice—one who 

is a severe judge, a harsh, exacting creditor. He 

pictured the Creator as a being who is watching with 

jealous eye to discern the errors and mistakes of men, 
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that He may visit judgments upon them. It was to 

remove this dark shadow, by revealing to the world 

the infinite love of God, that Jesus came to live 

among men.  

The Son of God came from heaven to make 

manifest the Father. Love, mercy, and compassion 

were revealed in every act of His life; His heart went 

out in tender sympathy to the children of men. He 

took man’s nature, that He might reach man’s wants. 

The poorest and humblest were not afraid to 

approach Him. Even little children were attracted to 

Him. They loved to climb upon His knees and gaze 

into the pensive face, benignant with love.  

Jesus did not suppress one word of truth, but 

He uttered it always in love. He exercised the greatest 

tact and thoughtful, kind attention in His 

relationships with the people. He was never rude, 

never needlessly spoke a severe word, never gave 

needless pain to a sensitive soul. He did not censure 

human weakness. He spoke the truth, but always in 

love. He denounced hypocrisy, unbelief, and iniquity; 

but tears were in His voice as He uttered His scathing 

rebukes. He wept over Jerusalem, the city He loved, 

which refused to receive Him—the way, the truth, 

and the life. They had rejected Him, the Saviour, but 

He regarded them with pitying tenderness. His life 

was one of self-denial and thoughtful care for others. 

Every soul was precious in His eyes. While He ever 

bore Himself with divine dignity, He bowed with the 

tenderest regard to every member of the family of 

God. In all men He saw fallen souls whom it was His 

mission to save.  
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Such is the character of Christ as revealed in 

His life. This is the character of God. It is from the 

Father’s heart that the streams of divine compassion, 

manifest in Christ, flow out to the children of men. 

Jesus, the tender, pitying Saviour, was God “manifest 

in the flesh.” 1 Timothy 3:16.  

It was to redeem us that Jesus lived and 

suffered and died. He became “a Man of Sorrows,” 

that we might be made partakers of everlasting joy. 

God permitted His beloved Son to suffer shame, 

insult, humiliation, hatred, and death. But this great 

sacrifice was not made in order to create in the 

Father’s heart a love for man, not to make Him 

willing to save. No, no! “God so loved the world, that 

He gave His only-begotten Son.” John 3:16. The 

Father loves us, not because of the great propitiation, 

but He provided the propitiation because He loves us. 

Christ was the medium through which He could pour 

out His infinite love upon a fallen world. In the agony 

of Gethsemane and the death of Calvary, the heart of 

Infinite Love paid the price of our redemption.  

Such love is without a parallel. Children of the 

heavenly King! The matchless love of God for a 

world that did not love Him! The thought has a 

subduing power upon the soul and brings the mind 

into captivity to the will of God. The more we study 

the divine character in light of the cross, the more we 

see mercy, tenderness, and forgiveness blended with 

equity and justice, and the more clearly we discern 

innumerable evidences of a love that is infinite, and a 

tender pity surpassing a mother’s yearning sympathy 

for her wayward child.  
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Chapter 2 – The Sinner’s Need of Christ 

 

Man was originally endowed with noble 

powers and a well-balanced mind. He was perfect in 

his being, and in harmony with God. His thoughts 

were pure, his aims holy. But through disobedience, 

his powers were perverted, and selfishness took the 

place of love. His nature became so weakened 

through transgression that it was impossible for him, 

in his own strength, to resist the power of evil. He 

was made captive by Satan, and would have 

remained so forever had not God specially 

interposed. It was the tempter’s purpose to thwart the 

divine plan in man’s creation, and fill the earth with 

woe and desolation. And he would point to all this 

evil as the result of God’s work in creating man.   

In his sinless state, man held joyful communion 

with Him “in whom are hid all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge.” Colossians 2:3. But after 

his sin, he could no longer find joy in holiness, and 

he sought to hide from the presence of God. Such is 

still the condition of the unrenewed heart. It is not in 

harmony with God, and finds no joy in communion 

with Him. The sinner could not be happy in God’s 

presence; he would shrink from the companionship of 

holy beings. Could he be permitted to enter heaven, it 

would have no joy for him. The spirit of unselfish 

love that reigns there—every heart responding to the 

heart of Infinite Love—would touch no answering 

chord in his soul. His thoughts, his interests, his 

motives, would be alien to those that actuate the 

sinless dwellers there. He would be a discordant note 
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in the melody of heaven. Heaven would be to him a 

place of torture; he would long to be hidden from 

Him who is its light, and the center of its joy. It is no 

arbitrary decree on the part of God that excludes the 

wicked from heaven; they are shut out by their own 

unfitness for its companionship. The glory of God 

would be to them a consuming fire. They would 

welcome destruction, that they might be hidden from 

the face of Him who died to redeem them.  

It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to escape 

from the pit of sin in which we are sunken. Our 

hearts are evil, and we cannot change them. “Who 

can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.” 

“The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 

subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” Job 

14:4; Romans 8:7. Education, culture, the exercise of 

the will, human effort, all have their proper sphere, 

but here they are powerless. They may produce an 

outward correctness of behavior, but they cannot 

change the heart; they cannot purify the springs of 

life. There must be a power working from within, a 

new life from above, before men can be changed 

from sin to holiness. That power is Christ. His grace 

alone can quicken the lifeless faculties of the soul, 

and attract it to God; to holiness.  

The Saviour said, “Except a man be born from 

above,” unless he shall receive a new heart, new 

desires, purposes, and motives, leading to a new life, 

“he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3. The 

idea that it is necessary only to develop the good that 

exists in man by nature is a fatal deception. “The 

natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
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God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he 

know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 

“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born 

again.” 1 Corinthians 2:14; John 3:7. Of Christ it is 

written, “In Him was life; and the life was the light of 

men”—the only “name under heaven given among 

men, whereby we must be saved.” John 1:4; Acts 

4:12.  

It is not enough to perceive the loving-kindness 

of God, to see the benevolence, the fatherly 

tenderness of His character. It is not enough to 

discern the wisdom and justice of His law, to see that 

it is founded upon the eternal principle of love. Paul 

the apostle saw all this when he exclaimed, “I 

consent unto the law that it is good.” “The law is 

holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and 

good.” But he added, in the bitterness of his soul’s 

anguish and despair, “I am carnal, sold under sin.” 

Romans 7:16, 12, 14. He longed for the purity, the 

righteousness, to which in himself he was powerless 

to attain, and cried out, “O wretched man that I am! 

who shall deliver me from this body of death?” 

Romans 7:24. Such is the cry that has gone up from 

burdened hearts in all lands and in all ages. To all, 

there is but one answer, “Behold the Lamb of God, 

which taketh away the sin of the world.” John 1:29.  

In the apostasy, man alienated himself from 

God; earth was cut off from heaven. Across the gulf 

that lay between, there could be no communion. But 

through Christ, earth is again linked with heaven. 

With His own merits, Christ has bridged the gulf 

which sin had made, so that the ministering angels 
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can hold communion with man. Christ connects 

fallen man in his weakness and helplessness with the 

Source of infinite power.  

But in vain are men’s dreams of progress, in 

vain all efforts for the uplifting of humanity, if they 

neglect the one Source of hope and help for the fallen 

race. “Every good gift and every perfect gift” (James 

1:17) is from God. There is no true excellence of 

character apart from Him. And the only way to God 

is Christ. He says, “I am the way, the truth, and the 

life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” 

John 14:6.  

The heart of God yearns over His earthly 

children with a love stronger than death. In giving up 

His Son, He has poured out to us all heaven in one 

gift. The Saviour’s life, death, intercession and more 

are all enlisted in behalf of man’s redemption. Oh, let 

us contemplate the amazing sacrifice that has been 

made for us! And, on the other hand, let us not forget 

the judgments of God pronounced against sin, the 

inevitable retribution, the degradation of our 

character, and the final destruction presented in 

God’s word to warn us against the service of Satan.  

Shall we not regard the mercy of God? What 

more could He do? Let us place ourselves in right 

relation to Him who has loved us with amazing love. 

Let us avail ourselves of the means provided for us 

that we may be transformed into His likeness, and be 

restored to fellowship with the ministering angels, to 

harmony and communion with the Father and the 

Son.  
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Chapter 3 – Repentance 

 

How shall a man be just with God? How shall 

the sinner be made righteous? It is only through 

Christ that we can be brought into harmony with 

God, with holiness; but how are we to come to 

Christ? Many are asking the same question as did the 

multitude on the Day of Pentecost, when, convicted 

of sin, they cried out, “What shall we do?” The first 

word of Peter’s answer was, “Repent.” Acts 2:37, 38.  

Repentance includes sorrow for sin and a 

turning away from it. We shall not renounce sin 

unless we see its sinfulness; until we turn away from 

it in heart, there will be no real change in the life.  

There are many who fail to understand the true 

nature of repentance. Multitudes sorrow that they 

have sinned and even make an outward reformation 

because they fear that their wrongdoing will bring 

suffering upon themselves. But this is not repentance 

in the Bible sense. They lament the suffering rather 

than the sin. But when the heart yields to the 

influence of the Spirit of God, the conscience will be 

quickened, and the sinner will discern something of 

the depth and sacredness of God’s holy law, the 

foundation of His government in heaven and on 

earth. Conviction takes hold upon the mind and heart. 

The sinner has a sense of the righteousness of 

Jehovah and feels the terror of appearing, in his own 

guilt and uncleanness, before the Searcher of hearts. 

He sees the love of God, the beauty of holiness, the 

joy of purity; he longs to be cleansed and to be 

restored to communion with Heaven.  
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The prayer of David after his fall illustrates the 

nature of true sorrow for sin. His repentance was 

sincere and deep. There was no effort to palliate his 

guilt; no desire to escape the judgment threatened, 

inspired his prayer. David saw the enormity of his 

transgression; he saw the defilement of his soul; he 

loathed his sin. It was not for pardon only that he 

prayed, but for purity of heart. He longed for the joy 

of holiness—to be restored to harmony with God. His 

cry was, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; And 

renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away 

from Thy presence; And take not Thy Holy Spirit 

from me.” Psalm 51:10, 11. A repentance such as 

this, is beyond the reach of our own power to 

accomplish; it is obtained only from Christ, who 

ascended up on high and has given gifts unto men.  

Just here is a point on which many may err, and 

hence they fail of receiving the help that Christ 

desires to give them. They think that they cannot 

come to Christ unless they first repent, and that 

repentance prepares for the forgiveness of their sins. 

It is true that repentance does precede the forgiveness 

of sins; for it is only the broken and contrite heart that 

will feel the need of a Saviour. But must the sinner 

wait till he has repented before he can come to Jesus? 

Is repentance to be made an obstacle between the 

sinner and the Saviour?  

The Bible does not teach that the sinner must 

repent before he can heed the invitation of Christ, 

“Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-

laden.” Matthew 11:28. It is the virtue that goes forth 

from Christ, that leads to genuine repentance. We can 
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no more repent without the Spirit of Christ to awaken 

the conscience than we can be pardoned without 

Christ. Christ is the source of every right impulse. He 

is the only one that can implant in the heart enmity 

against sin. Every desire for truth and purity, every 

conviction of our own sinfulness, is evidence that His 

Spirit is moving upon our hearts.  

It is true that men sometimes become ashamed 

of their sinful ways, and give up some of their evil 

habits, before they are conscious that they are being 

drawn to Christ. But whenever they make an effort to 

reform, from a sincere desire to do right, it is the 

power of Christ that is drawing them. The Spirit of 

God is pleading with them to seek for those things 

that alone can give peace and rest—the grace of 

Christ, the joy of holiness.  

You who in heart long for something better 

than this world can give, recognize this longing as the 

voice of God to your soul. Ask Him to give you 

repentance, to reveal Christ to you in His infinite 

love, in His perfect purity. It is as we behold Him, as 

the light from our Saviour falls upon us, that we see 

the sinfulness of our own hearts.   

If you see your sinfulness, do not wait to make 

yourself better. How many there are who think they 

are not good enough to come to Christ. Do you 

expect to become better through your own efforts? 

“Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his 

spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed 

to do evil.” Jeremiah 13:23. There is help for us only 

in God. We must not wait for stronger persuasions, 

for better opportunities, or for holier tempers. We can 
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do nothing of ourselves. We must come to Christ just 

as we are.  

Do not put off the work of forsaking your sins 

and seeking purity of heart through Jesus. Here is 

where thousands upon thousands have erred to their 

eternal loss. Many are quieting a troubled conscience 

with the thought that they can change a course of evil 

when they choose, but this is not so easily done. 

Every sinful indulgence strengthens the soul’s 

aversion to God. “Behold, now is the accepted time; 

behold, now is the day of salvation.” 2 Corinthians 

6:2. Be as earnest, as persistent, as you would be if 

your mortal life were at stake.  

As you see the enormity of sin, as you see 

yourself as you really are, do not give up to despair. 

It was sinners that Christ came to save. No earthly 

parent could be as patient with the faults and 

mistakes of his children, as is God with those He 

seeks to save. No one could plead more tenderly with 

the transgressor. All His promises, His warnings, are 

but the breathing of unutterable love.  

When Satan comes to tell you that you are a 

great sinner, acknowledge your sin, but tell the 

enemy that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners” and that you may be saved by His matchless 

love. 1 Timothy 1:15. It is when we most fully 

comprehend the love of God that we best realize the 

sinfulness of sin. When we see the length of the chain 

that was let down for us, when we understand 

something of the infinite sacrifice that Christ has 

made in our behalf, the heart is melted with 

tenderness and contrition.  
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Chapter 4 – Confession 

 

“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but 

whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 

mercy.” Proverbs 28:13.  

The conditions of obtaining mercy of God are 

simple and just and reasonable. The Lord does not 

require us to do some grievous thing in order that we 

may have the forgiveness of sin. We need not make 

long and wearisome pilgrimages, or perform painful 

penances, to commend our souls to the God of 

heaven or to expiate our transgression; but he that 

confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall have mercy.  

The apostle says, “Confess your faults one to 

another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 

healed.” James 5:16. Confess your sins to God, who 

alone can forgive them, and your faults to one 

another. If you have given offense to your friend or 

neighbor, you are to acknowledge your wrong, and it 

is his duty freely to forgive you. Then you are to seek 

the forgiveness of God because the brother you have 

wounded is the property of God, and in injuring him 

you sinned against his Creator and Redeemer. The 

case is brought before the only true Mediator, our 

great High Priest, who “was in all points tempted like 

as we are, yet without sin,” and who is “touched with 

the feeling of our infirmities,” and is able to cleanse 

from every stain of iniquity. Hebrews 4:15.  

Those who have not humbled their souls before 

God in acknowledging their guilt have not yet 

fulfilled the first condition of acceptance. If we have 

not experienced that repentance which is not to be 
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repented of, and have not with true humiliation of 

soul and brokenness of spirit confessed our sins, 

abhorring our iniquity, we have never truly sought for 

the forgiveness of sin; and if we have never sought, 

we have never found the peace of God. The only 

reason why we do not have remission of sins that are 

past is that we are not willing to humble our hearts 

and comply with the conditions of the word of truth. 

Explicit instruction is given concerning this matter.  

Confession of sin, whether public or private, 

should be heartfelt and freely expressed. It is not to 

be urged from the sinner. It is not to be made in a 

flippant and careless way, or forced from those who 

have no realizing sense of the abhorrent character of 

sin. The confession that is the outpouring of the 

inmost soul finds its way to the God of infinite pity. 

The psalmist says, “The Lord is nigh unto them that 

are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a 

contrite spirit.” Psalm 34:18.  

True confession is always of a specific 

character, and acknowledges particular sins. They 

may be of such a nature as to be brought before God 

only; they may be wrongs that should be confessed to 

individuals who have suffered injury through them; 

or they may be of a public character, and should then 

be as publicly confessed. But all confession should be 

definite and to the point, acknowledging the very sins 

of which you are guilty.  

Confession will not be acceptable to God 

without sincere repentance and reformation. There 

must be decided changes in the life; everything 

offensive to God must be put away. This will be the 



16 

 

result of genuine sorrow for sin. The work that we 

have to do on our part is plainly set before us: “Wash 

you, make you clean; put away the evil of your 

doings from before Mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn 

to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, 

judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.” Isaiah 

1:16, 17. “If the wicked restore the pledge, give again 

that he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life, 

without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he 

shall not die.” Ezekiel 33:15. Paul says, speaking of 

the work of repentance: “Ye sorrowed after a godly 

sort, what carefulness it wrought in you… In all 

things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this 

matter.” 2 Corinthians 7:11.  

When sin has deadened the moral perceptions, 

the wrongdoer does not discern the defects of his 

character nor realize the enormity of the evil he has 

committed; and unless he yields to the convicting 

power of the Holy Spirit he remains in partial 

blindness to his sin. His confessions are not sincere 

and in earnest. To every acknowledgment of his guilt 

he adds an apology in excuse of his course, declaring 

that if it had not been for certain circumstances, he 

would not have done this or that for which he is 

reproved.  

After Adam and Eve had eaten of the forbidden 

fruit, they were filled with a sense of shame and 

terror. At first, their only thought was how to excuse 

their sin and escape the dreaded sentence of death. 

When the Lord inquired concerning their sin, Adam 

replied, laying the guilt partly upon God and partly 

upon his companion: “The woman whom Thou 
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gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I 

did eat.” The woman put the blame upon the serpent, 

saying, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.” 

Genesis 3:12, 13. Why did You make the serpent? 

Why did You allow him to come into Eden? These 

were the questions implied in her excuse for her sin, 

thus charging God with the responsibility of their fall. 

The spirit of self-justification originated in the father 

of lies and has been exhibited by all the sons and 

daughters of Adam. Confessions of this order are not 

inspired by the divine Spirit and will not be 

acceptable to God. True repentance will lead a man 

to bear his guilt himself and acknowledge it without 

deception or hypocrisy. Like the poor publican, not 

lifting up so much as his eyes unto heaven, he will 

cry, “God be merciful to me a sinner,” and those who 

do acknowledge their guilt will be justified, for Jesus 

will plead His blood in behalf of the repentant soul.  

The examples in God’s word of genuine 

repentance and humiliation reveal a spirit of 

confession in which there is no excuse for sin or 

attempt at self-justification. Paul did not hesitate to 

declare that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners; of whom I am chief.” 1 Timothy 1:15.  

The humble and broken heart, subdued by 

genuine repentance, will appreciate something of the 

love of God and the cost of Calvary; and as a son 

confesses to a loving father, so will the truly penitent 

bring all his sins before God. And it is written, “If we 

confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 

our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

1 John 1:9.  
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Chapter 5 – Consecration 

 

God’s promise is, “Ye shall seek Me, and find 

Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart.” 

Jeremiah 29:13.  

The whole heart must be yielded to God, or the 

change can never be wrought in us by which we are 

to be restored to His likeness. By nature, we are 

alienated from God. The Holy Spirit describes our 

condition in such words as these: “Dead in trespasses 

and sins;” “the whole head is sick, and the whole 

heart faint;” “no soundness in it.” We are held fast in 

the snare of Satan, “taken captive by him at his will.” 

Ephesians 2:1; Isaiah 1:5, 6; 2 Timothy 2:26. God 

desires to heal us, to set us free. But since this 

requires an entire transformation, a renewing of our 

whole nature, we must yield ourselves wholly to 

Him.  

The warfare against self is the greatest battle 

that was ever fought. The yielding of self, 

surrendering all to the will of God, requires a 

struggle; but the soul must submit to God before it 

can be renewed in holiness.  

The government of God is not, as Satan would 

make it appear, founded upon a blind submission, an 

unreasoning control. It appeals to the intellect and the 

conscience. “Come now, and let us reason together” 

is the Creator’s invitation to the beings He has made. 

Isaiah 1:18. God does not force the will of His 

creatures. He cannot accept an homage that is not 

willingly and intelligently given. A mere forced 

submission would prevent all real development of 
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mind or character; it would make man a mere 

automaton. Such is not the purpose of the Creator. He 

desires that man, the crowning work of His creative 

power, shall reach the highest possible development. 

He sets before us the height of blessing to which He 

desires to bring us through His grace. He invites us to 

give ourselves to Him, that He may work His will in 

us. It remains for us to choose whether we will be set 

free from the bondage of sin, to share the glorious 

liberty of the sons of God.  

In giving ourselves to God, we must 

necessarily give up all that would separate us from 

Him. Hence the Saviour says, “Whosoever he be of 

you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be 

My disciple.” Luke 14:33. Whatever shall draw away 

the heart from God must be given up. Mammon is the 

idol of many. The love of money, the desire for 

wealth, is the golden chain that binds them to Satan. 

Reputation and worldly honor are worshiped by 

another class. The life of selfish ease and freedom 

from responsibility is the idol of others. But these 

slavish bands must be broken. We cannot be half the 

Lord’s and half the world’s. We are not God’s 

children unless we are such entirely.  

But what do we give up when we give all? A 

sin-polluted heart, for Jesus to purify, to cleanse by 

His own blood, and to save by His matchless love. 

And yet men think it hard to give up all! I am 

ashamed to hear it spoken of, ashamed to write it.  

God does not require us to give up anything 

that it is in our best interest to retain. In all that He 

does, He has the well-being of His children in view. 
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Would that all who have not chosen Christ might 

realize that He has something vastly better to offer 

them than they are seeking for themselves. Man is 

doing the greatest injury and injustice to his own soul 

when he thinks and acts contrary to the will of God. 

No real joy can be found in the path forbidden by 

Him who knows what is best and who plans for the 

good of His creatures. The path of transgression is 

the path of misery and destruction.  

It is a mistake to entertain the thought that God 

is pleased to see His children suffer. All heaven is 

interested in the happiness of man. Our heavenly 

Father does not close the avenues of joy to any of His 

creatures. The divine requirements call upon us to 

shun those indulgences that would bring suffering 

and disappointment, that would close to us the door 

of happiness and heaven. The world’s Redeemer 

accepts men as they are, with all their wants, 

imperfections, and weaknesses; and He will not only 

cleanse from sin and grant redemption through His 

blood, but will satisfy the heart-longing of all who 

consent to wear His yoke, to bear His burden. It is 

His purpose to impart peace and rest to all who come 

to Him for the bread of life. He requires us to 

perform only those duties that will lead our steps to 

heights of bliss to which the disobedient can never 

attain. The true, joyous life of the soul is to have 

Christ formed within, the hope of glory.  

Many are inquiring, “How am I to make the 

surrender of myself to God?” You desire to give 

yourself to Him, but you are weak in moral power, in 

slavery to doubt, and controlled by the habits of your 
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life of sin. Your promises and resolutions are like 

ropes of sand. You cannot control your thoughts, 

your impulses, your affections. The knowledge of 

your broken promises and forfeited pledges weakens 

your confidence in your own sincerity, and causes 

you to feel that God cannot accept you; but you need 

not despair. What you need to understand is the true 

force of the will. This is the governing power in the 

nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice. 

Everything depends on the right action of the will. 

The power of choice God has given to men; it is 

theirs to exercise. You cannot change your heart, you 

cannot of yourself give to God its affections; but you 

can choose to serve Him. You can give Him your 

will; He will then work in you to will and to do 

according to His good pleasure. Thus your whole 

nature will be brought under the control of the Spirit 

of Christ; your affections will be centered upon Him, 

your thoughts will be in harmony with Him.  

Desires for goodness and holiness are right as 

far as they go, but if you stop here, they will avail 

nothing. Many will be lost while hoping and desiring 

to be Christians. They do not come to the point of 

yielding the will to God. They do not now choose to 

be Christians.  

Through the right exercise of the will, an entire 

change may be made in your life. By yielding up 

your will to Christ, you ally yourself with the power 

that is above all principalities and powers. You will 

have strength from above to hold you steadfast, and 

thus through constant surrender to God you will be 

enabled to live the new life, even the life of faith.  
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Chapter 6 – Faith and Acceptance 

 

As your conscience has been quickened by the 

Holy Spirit, you have seen something of the evil of 

sin, of its power, its guilt, its woe; and you look upon 

it with abhorrence. You feel that sin has separated 

you from God, that you are in bondage to the power 

of evil. The more you struggle to escape, the more 

you realize your helplessness. Your motives are 

impure; your heart is unclean. You see that your life 

has been filled with selfishness and sin. You long to 

be forgiven, to be cleansed, to be set free. Harmony 

with God—what can you do to obtain it?  

It is peace that you need—heaven’s forgiveness 

and peace and love in the soul. Money cannot buy it, 

intellect cannot procure it, wisdom cannot attain to it; 

you can never hope, by your own efforts, to secure it. 

But God offers it to you as a gift, “without money 

and without price.” Isaiah 55:1. It is yours if you will 

but reach out your hand and grasp it. The Lord says, 

“Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 

white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they 

shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18. “A new heart also will 

I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you.” 

Ezekiel 36:26.  

You have confessed your sins, and in heart put 

them away. You have resolved to give yourself to 

God. Now go to Him, and ask that He will wash 

away your sins and give you a new heart. Then 

believe that He does this because He has promised. 

This is the lesson which Jesus taught while He was 

on earth, that the gift which God promises us, we 
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must believe we do receive, and it is ours. Jesus 

healed the people of their diseases when they had 

faith in His power; He helped them in the things 

which they could see, thus inspiring them with 

confidence in Him concerning things which they 

could not see—leading them to believe in His power 

to forgive sins.  

From the simple Bible account of how Jesus 

healed the sick, we may learn something about how 

to believe in Him for the forgiveness of sins. Let us 

turn to the story of the paralytic at Bethesda. The 

poor sufferer was helpless; he had not used his limbs 

for thirty-eight years. Yet Jesus bade him, “Rise, take 

up thy bed, and walk.” The sick man might have said, 

“Lord, if Thou wilt make me whole, I will obey Thy 

word.” But, no, he believed Christ’s word, believed 

that he was made whole, and he made the effort at 

once; he willed to walk, and he did walk. He acted on 

the word of Christ, and God gave the power. He was 

made whole.  

In like manner, you are a sinner. You cannot 

atone for your past sins; you cannot change your 

heart and make yourself holy. But God promises to 

do all this for you through Christ. You believe that 

promise. You confess your sins and give yourself to 

God. You will to serve Him. Just as surely as you do 

this, God will fulfill His word to you. If you believe 

the promise—believe that you are forgiven and 

cleansed—God supplies the fact; you are made 

whole, just as Christ gave the paralytic power to walk 

when the man believed that he was healed. It is so if 

you believe it.  
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Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, 

but say, “I believe it. It is so, not because I feel it, but 

because God has promised.” Jesus says, “What things 

soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye 

receive them, and ye shall have them.” Mark 11:24. 

There is a condition to this promise—that we pray 

according to the will of God. But it is the will of God 

to cleanse us from sin, to make us His children, and 

to enable us to live a holy life. So we may ask for 

these blessings, and believe that we receive them, and 

thank God that we have received them. Through this 

simple act of believing God, the Holy Spirit has 

begotten a new life in your heart. You are as a child 

born into the family of God, and He loves you as He 

loves His Son.  

Here is where thousands fail; they do not 

believe that Jesus pardons them personally, 

individually. They do not take God at His word. It is 

the privilege of all who comply with the conditions to 

know for themselves that pardon is freely extended 

for every sin. Put away the suspicion that God’s 

promises are not meant for you. They are for every 

repentant transgressor. Strength and grace have been 

provided through Christ to be brought by ministering 

angels to every believing soul. None are so sinful that 

they cannot find strength, purity, and righteousness in 

Jesus, who died for them.  

God does not deal with us as finite men deal 

with one another. His thoughts are thoughts of mercy, 

love, and tenderest compassion. He says, “Let the 

wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 

thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He 
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will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He 

will abundantly pardon.” “I have blotted out, as a 

thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy 

sins.” Isaiah 55:7; 44:22.  

Satan is ready to steal away the blessed 

assurances of God. He desires to take every glimmer 

of hope and every ray of light from the soul; but you 

must not permit him to do this. Do not give ear to the 

tempter, but say, “Jesus has died that I might live. He 

loves me, and wills not that I should perish.”  

With the rich promises of the Bible before you, 

can you give place to doubt? Can you believe that 

when the poor sinner longs to return, longs to forsake 

his sins, the Lord sternly withholds him from coming 

to His feet in repentance? Away with such thoughts! 

Nothing can hurt your own soul more than to 

entertain such a conception of our heavenly Father. 

He hates sin, but He loves the sinner, and He gave 

Himself in the person of Christ, that all who would, 

might be saved, and have eternal blessedness in the 

kingdom of glory. What stronger or more tender 

language could have been employed to express His 

love toward us? He declares, “Can a woman forget 

her sucking child, that she should not have 

compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may 

forget, yet will I not forget thee.” Isaiah 49:15.  

Look up, you that are doubting and trembling; 

for Jesus lives to make intercession for us. Thank 

God for the gift of His dear Son and pray that He 

may not have died for you in vain. The Spirit invites 

you today. Come with your whole heart to Jesus, and 

you may claim His blessing.  
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Chapter 7 – The Test of Discipleship 

 

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 

old things are passed away; behold, all things are 

become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17.  

A person may not be able to tell the exact time 

or place, or trace all the chain of circumstances in the 

process of conversion, but this does not prove him to 

be unconverted. Christ said to Nicodemus, “The wind 

bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 

thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 

whither it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the 

Spirit.” John 3:8. Like the wind, which is invisible, 

yet the effects of which are plainly seen and felt, is 

the Spirit of God in its work upon the human heart. 

That regenerating power, which no human eye can 

see, begets a new life in the soul; it creates a new 

being in the image of God. While the work of the 

Spirit is silent and imperceptible, its effects are 

manifest. If the heart has been renewed by the Spirit 

of God, the life will bear witness to the fact.  

It is true that there may be an outward 

correctness without the renewing power of Christ. 

The love of influence and the desire for the esteem of 

others may produce a well-ordered life. Self-respect 

may lead us to avoid the appearance of evil. A selfish 

heart may perform generous actions. By what means, 

then, shall we determine whose side we are on?  

Who has the heart? With whom are our 

thoughts? Of whom do we love to converse? Who 

has our warmest affections? If we are Christ’s, our 

thoughts are with Him, and our sweetest thoughts are 
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of Him. All we have and are is consecrated to Him. 

We long to bear His image, breathe His spirit, do His 

will, and please Him in all things.  

There are two errors which the children of 

God—particularly those who have just come to trust 

in His grace—especially need to guard against. The 

first is that of looking to their own works, trusting to 

anything they can do, to bring themselves into 

harmony with God. He who is trying to become holy 

by his own works in keeping the law is attempting an 

impossibility. All that man can do without Christ is 

polluted with selfishness and sin. It is the grace of 

Christ alone, through faith, that can make us holy.  

The opposite and no less dangerous error is that 

belief in Christ releases men from keeping the law of 

God; that since by faith alone we become partakers of 

the grace of Christ, our works have nothing to do 

with our redemption.  

Notice here that obedience is not a mere 

outward compliance, but the service of love. When 

the principle of love is implanted in the heart, when 

man is renewed after the image of Him that created 

him, the new covenant promise is fulfilled, “I will put 

My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I 

write them.” Hebrews 10:16. And if the law is written 

in the heart, will it not shape the life? Obedience—

the service and allegiance of love—is the true sign of 

discipleship. Thus the Scripture says, “This is the 

love of God, that we keep His commandments.” “He 

that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 

1 John 5:3; 2:4. Instead of releasing man from 
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obedience, it is faith, and faith only, that makes us 

partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to 

render obedience.  

We do not earn salvation by our obedience, for 

salvation is the free gift of God, to be received by 

faith. But obedience is the fruit of faith. That so-

called faith in Christ which professes to release men 

from the obligation of obedience to God is not faith, 

but presumption. “By grace are ye saved through 

faith.” But “faith, if it hath not works, is dead.” 

Ephesians 2:8; James 2:17. The Scripture says, 

“Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep 

His commandments.... He that saith he abideth in 

Him ought himself also so to walk even as He 

walked.” 1 John 2:3-6.  

The condition of eternal life is now just what it 

always has been—perfect obedience to the law of 

God, perfect righteousness. Since we are sinful we 

cannot perfectly obey the law. We have no 

righteousness of our own with which to meet the 

claims of the law of God. But Christ offers to take 

our sins and give us His righteousness. If you accept 

Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as your life may 

have been, for His sake you are accounted righteous. 

Christ’s character stands in place of your character, 

and you are accepted before God just as if you had 

not sinned.  

More than this, Christ changes the heart. He 

abides in your heart by faith. Then with Christ 

working in you, you will manifest the same spirit and 

do the same good works—works of righteousness 

and obedience. 
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There are those who have known the pardoning 

love of Christ and who really desire to be children of 

God, yet they realize that their character is imperfect, 

their life faulty, and they are ready to doubt whether 

their hearts have been renewed by the Holy Spirit. To 

such I would say, Do not draw back in despair. We 

shall often have to bow down and weep at the feet of 

Jesus because of our shortcomings and mistakes, but 

we are not to be discouraged. Even if we are 

overcome by the enemy, we are not cast off, not 

forsaken and rejected of God. No, Christ is at the 

right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for 

us. Said the beloved John, “These things write I unto 

you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 

1 John 2:1. If you will but yield yourself to Him, He 

that hath begun a good work in you will carry it 

forward to the day of Jesus Christ.  

The closer you come to Jesus, the more faulty 

you will appear in your own eyes. This is evidence 

that Satan’s delusions have lost their power; that the 

vivifying influence of the Spirit of God is arousing 

you. No deep-seated love for Jesus can dwell in the 

heart that does not realize its own sinfulness. If we do 

not see our own moral deformity, we have not had a 

view of the beauty and excellence of Christ.  

The less we see to esteem in ourselves, the 

more we shall see to esteem in the infinite purity and 

loveliness of our Saviour. A view of our sinfulness 

drives us to Him who can pardon, and when the soul 

realizes its helplessness and reaches out after Christ, 

He will reveal Himself in power.  
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Chapter 8 – Growing Up Into Christ 

 

The change of heart by which we become 

children of God is spoken of as birth. Those who are 

just converted to Christ are, “as new-born babes,” to 

“grow up” to the stature of men and women in Christ 

Jesus. 1 Peter 2:2; Ephesians 4:15. Or like the good 

seed sown in the field, they are to grow up and bring 

forth fruit. Isaiah says that they shall “be called trees 

of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He 

might be glorified.” Isaiah 61:3. So from natural life, 

illustrations are drawn to help us better understand 

the mysterious truths of spiritual life.  

It is only through the life which God Himself 

has imparted that either plant or animal can live. So it 

is only through the life from God that spiritual life is 

begotten in the hearts of men. Unless a man is “born 

from above,” he cannot become a partaker of the life 

which Christ came to give. John 3:3. As with life, so 

it is with growth. It is by His power that the seed 

develops, “first the blade, then the ear, after that the 

full corn in the ear.” Mark 4:28.  

Jesus teaches the same thing when He says, 

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 

bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 

more can ye, except ye abide in Me... Without Me ye 

can do nothing.” John 15:4, 5. You are just as 

dependent upon Christ, in order to live a holy life, as 

is the branch upon the parent stock for growth and 

fruitfulness. Apart from Him you have no life. You 

have no power to resist temptation or to grow in 

grace and holiness.  
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Many have an idea that they must do some part 

of the work alone. They have trusted in Christ for the 

forgiveness of sin, but now they seek by their own 

efforts to live aright. But every such effort must fail. 

Jesus says, “Without Me ye can do nothing.” Our 

growth in grace, our joy, our usefulness—all depend 

upon our union with Christ. It is by communion with 

Him, daily, hourly—by abiding in Him—that we are 

to grow in grace. He is not only the Author, but the 

Finisher of our faith. He is to be with us, not only at 

the beginning and the end of our course, but at every 

step of the way.  

Do you ask, “How am I to abide in Christ?” In 

the same way as you received Him at first. “As ye 

have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 

walk ye in Him.” “The just shall live by faith.” 

Colossians 2:6; Hebrews 10:38. By faith you became 

Christ’s, and by faith you are to grow up in Him.  

Consecrate yourself to God in the morning; 

make this your very first work. Let your prayer be, 

“Take me, O Lord, as wholly Thine. I lay all my 

plans at Thy feet. Use me today in Thy service. 

Abide with me, and let all my work be wrought in 

Thee.” This is a daily matter. Each morning 

consecrate yourself to God for that day. Surrender all 

your plans to Him, to be carried out or given up as 

His providence shall indicate. Thus day by day you 

may be giving your life into the hands of God, and 

thus your life will be molded more and more after the 

life of Christ.  

A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There 

may be no ecstasy of feeling, but there should be an 
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abiding, peaceful trust. Your hope is not in yourself; 

it is in Christ. Your weakness is united to His 

strength, your ignorance to His wisdom, your frailty 

to His enduring might. So you are not to look to 

yourself, not to let the mind dwell upon self.  

Satan often leads men to dwell upon their own 

faults and weaknesses, and by separating them from 

Christ he hopes to gain the victory. We should not 

make self the center and indulge anxiety and fear as 

to whether we shall be saved. All this turns the soul 

away from the Source of our strength. Commit the 

keeping of your soul to God, and trust in Him. Talk 

and think of Jesus. Rest in God. He is able to keep 

that which you have committed to Him. If you will 

leave yourself in His hands, He will bring you off 

more than conqueror through Him that has loved you.  

Satan will constantly present allurements to 

induce us to break this tie—to choose to separate 

ourselves from Christ. Here is where we need to 

watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to 

choose another master; for we are always free to do 

this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, and 

He will preserve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. 

Nothing can pluck us out of His hand. In constantly 

beholding Him, we “are changed into the same image 

from glory to glory.” 2 Corinthians 3:18.  

If Christ is dwelling in our hearts, He will work 

in us “both to will and to do of His good pleasure.” 

Philippians 2:13. We shall work as He worked; we 

shall manifest the same spirit. Loving and abiding in 

Him, we shall “grow up into Him in all things, which 

is the head, even Christ.” Ephesians 4:15.  
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