The apostle Paul, in his second letter to the
Thessalonians, foretold the great apostasy which
would result in the establishment of the papal power.
He declared that the day of Christ should not come,
“except there come a falling away first, and that man
of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or
that is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” And
furthermore, the apostle warns his brethren that “the
mystery of iniquity doth already work.” 2 Thess. 2:3,
4, 7. Even at that early date he saw, creeping into the
church, errors that would prepare the way for the
development of the papacy.
Little by little, at first in stealth and silence, and
then more openly as it increased in strength and
gained control of the minds of men, “the mystery of
iniquity” carried forward its deceptive and
blasphemous work. Almost imperceptibly the customs
of heathenism found their way into the Christian
church. The spirit of compromise and conformity was
restrained for a time by the fierce persecutions which
the church endured under paganism. But as
persecution ceased, and Christianity entered the
courts and palaces of kings, she laid aside the
humble simplicity of Christ and His apostles for the
pomp and pride of pagan priests and rulers; and in

place of the requirements of God, she substituted
human theories and traditions. The nominal
conversion of Constantine, in the early part of the
fourth century, caused great rejoicing; and the world,
cloaked with a form of righteousness, walked into the
church. Now the work of corruption rapidly
progressed. Paganism, while appearing to be
vanquished, became the conqueror. Her spirit
controlled the church. Her doctrines, ceremonies, and
superstitions were incorporated into the faith and
worship of the professed followers of Christ.
This compromise between paganism and
Christianity resulted in the development of “the man
of sin” foretold in prophecy as opposing and exalting
himself above God. That gigantic system of false
religion is a masterpiece of Satan’s power—a
monument of his efforts to seat himself upon the
throne to rule the earth according to his will.
In order for Satan to maintain his sway over
men, and establish the authority of the papal usurper,
he must keep them in ignorance of the Scriptures.
The Bible would exalt God and place finite men in
their true position; therefore its sacred truths must be
concealed and suppressed. This logic was adopted
by the Roman Church. For hundreds of years the
circulation of the Bible was prohibited. The people
were forbidden to read it or to have it in their houses,

and unprincipled priests and prelates interpreted its
teachings to sustain their pretensions. Thus the pope
came to be almost universally acknowledged as the
vicegerent of God on earth, endowed with authority
over church and state.
The detector of error having been removed,
Satan worked according to his will. Prophecy had
declared that the papacy was to “think to change
times and laws.” Daniel 7:25. This work it was not
slow to attempt. To afford converts from heathenism
a substitute for the worship of idols, and thus to
promote their nominal acceptance of Christianity, the
adoration of images and relics was gradually
introduced into the Christian worship. The decree of a
general council finally established this system of
idolatry. To complete the sacrilegious work, Rome
presumed to expunge from the law of God the second
commandment, forbidding image worship, and to
divide the tenth commandment, in order to preserve
the number.
The spirit of concession to paganism opened
the way for a still further disregard of Heaven’s
authority. Satan, working through unconsecrated
leaders of the church, tampered with the fourth
commandment also, and essayed to set aside the
ancient Sabbath, the day which God had blessed and
sanctified (Genesis 2:2, 3), and in its stead to exalt

the festival observed by the heathen as “the
venerable day of the sun.” This change was not at
first attempted openly. In the first centuries the true
Sabbath had been kept by all Christians. They were
jealous for the honor of God, and, believing that His
law is immutable, they zealously guarded the
sacredness of its precepts. But with great subtlety
Satan worked through his agents to bring about his
object. That the attention of the people might be
called to the Sunday, it was made a festival in honor
of the resurrection of Christ. Religious services were
held upon it, but over time the pagan festival came to
be honored as a divine institution, while the Bible
Sabbath was pronounced a relic of Judaism, and its
observers were declared to be accursed.
The great apostate had succeeded in exalting
himself “above all that is called God, or that is
worshiped.” 2 Thessalonians 2:4. He had dared to
change the only precept of the divine law that
unmistakably points all mankind to the true and living
God. In the fourth commandment, God is revealed as
the Creator of the heavens and the earth, and is
thereby distinguished from all false gods. It was as a
memorial of the work of creation that the seventh day
was sanctified as a rest day for man. It was designed
to keep the living God ever before the minds of men
as the source of being and the object of reverence

and worship. Satan strives to turn men from their
allegiance to God, and from rendering obedience to
His law; therefore he directs his efforts especially
against that commandment which points to God as
the Creator.
Protestants now urge that the resurrection of
Christ on Sunday made it the Christian Sabbath. But
Scripture evidence is lacking. No such honor was
given to the day by Christ or His apostles. The
observance of Sunday as a Christian institution had
its origin in that “mystery of lawlessness” (2
Thessalonians 2:7, R.V.) which, even in Paul’s day,
had begun its work. Where and when did the Lord
adopt this child of the papacy? What valid reason can
be given for a change which the Scriptures do not
sanction?
The same spirit of hatred and opposition to
truth has inspired the enemies of God in every age,
and the same vigilance and fidelity have been
required in His servants. The words of Christ to the
first disciples are applicable to His followers to the
close of time: “What I say unto you I say unto all,
Watch.” Mark 13:37.
Popery had become the world’s despot. God’s
law, the standard of righteousness, having been
removed, they exercised power without limit, and
practiced vice without restraint. Fraud, avarice, and

profligacy prevailed. Men shrank from no crime by
which they could gain wealth or position. The palaces
of popes and prelates were scenes of the vilest
debauchery. Some of the reigning pontiffs were guilty
of crimes so revolting that secular rulers endeavored
to depose these dignitaries of the church as monsters
too vile to be tolerated. For centuries Europe had
made no progress in learning, arts, or civilization. A
moral and intellectual paralysis had fallen upon
Christendom.
The condition of the world under the Romish
power presented a fearful and striking fulfillment of
the words of the prophet Hosea: “My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast
rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee: . . . seeing
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also
forget thy children.” “There is no truth, nor mercy, nor
knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying,
and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery,
they break out, and blood toucheth blood.” Hosea 4:6,
1, 2. Such were the results of banishing the word of
God.
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